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under the Committee's recommendations constitutes a triumph for the L P. S.
I have good reasons for believing that encouraged by its victory it is trying to
secure acceptance of the rest of the proposals it placed before the committee, but
which have not been dealt with in its report.

The Central Intelligence Bureau, apart from co-ordinating _the information
received from provincial intelligence departments, works for various departments
of Government such as the Army and the Foreign Affairs departments, but it is
controlled by the Home department of the Government of India. The Committee
recommends that it should be in future be removed from the control of the Home
department and attached to one of the reserved departments. This is another proof
of the inveterate distrust with which the authorities regard the future Indian
Ministers, whether at the centre or in the provinces.

It has been proposed by the CDmmitiee that the Governor may assume charge
of any department of the Government if he thinks that it is necessary to do so
to put down terrorism. The implication of this proposal have not been clearly
pointed out. At present if the Governor is not satisfied that the Ministers are
taklag such action as circumstances require, it is open to him to ask them to make
room for another Ministry, If he canhot find any Ministry which will support
him a constitutional crisis will have occurred and he will have the right under the
Constitution Act to assume to himself all such powers as may appear necessary to
him to carry on the government. But the committee appears to contemplate that
the Ministers will remain in office even after the Governor has withdrawn any
department from their control. How any Ministry can retain the confidence of the
legislature {by accepting so humiliating a position it is hard to see. It is to be
hoped that the Ministers will have sufficient self-respect not to remain in office
when they are distrusted and slighted.

The existence of terrorism in Bengal should not be allowed to interfere with the
normal operation of provincial autonomy. The existing unrest is due largely to
the dissatisfaction in the country with the present form of government. The satis-
faction of the aspirations of the people is the only way of putting an end to it.
The speedy transter of power to Indian hands is therefore urgently required in
Bengal. To make the abnormal conditions that prevail there an excuse for the
retention of control over essential branches of administration by the Governor
would be to play into the hands of tha terrorists. The Committee's recommenda-
tion is based on a very short-sighted policy. The denial of provincial autonomy
to Bengal will be no remedy for the present situation.

FINANCIAL EESTEICTIOKS

As neither the central legislature nor the ministers under the new regime are
likely to be imbued with a passion for reform they might have been trusted to
discharge their responsibilities with fairness and prudence, but their financial
powers have been severely restricted. No bill relating to coinage or currency can
be brought forward except with the previous sanction of the Governor-General.
The White Paper placed the same restriction on the introduction of a bill dealing
with the powers and duties of the Federal Eeserve Bank in relation to the arrange-
ment of currency and exchange. The Joint Select Committee has gone
farther acd recommended that "any amendment of the Reserve Bank or any
legislation affecting the constitution and functions of the bank... should require
the prior sanction of the Governor-General in his discretion." The Governor-General
will have the power to overrule the Ministry to preserve the financial stability
credit cf the Federation. He will be empowered to appoint a Financial Adviser to
help him in the discharge of his responsibilities, who will take the place of the
European Finance Member who will disappear with the promulgation of the new
constitution*

The powers given to the Governor-General in regard to the budget are so wide
as to leave only a nominal authority to the Indian Finance Minister of the future.

No reasonable grounds have been put forward to show that the Indian Ministers
will disregard ordinary canons of financial prudence and inflict irreparable iniury
on the country just in order to spite England. The restrictions placed on their
power are manifestly due to political distrust which is to be found in eyery part of
the constitutional scheme,                                                                          J *